IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



APPLICANT: Goedhart, et al ATTY. DOCKET: US 20050487/ 

4447.76704 (C7736(V) 
SERIAL NO.: 10/734,027 EXAMINER: Ria Ramesh Patel 

FILING DATE: December 11, 2003 GROUP ART UNIT: 1746 

CONFIRMATION NO.: 2361 
TITLE: "SOLVENT CLEAN ING PROCESS" 

DECLARATION OF INVENTOR OF PRIOR INVENTION 
TO OVERCOME CITED PTrRT.TPATTQN f37 f!.F.R ^ 1 «i } 



1 . I am one of the named inventors of the claimed subject matter of the above- 
identified patent application. 

2. 1 have reviewed the Pub. No. US2005/0091755 Al to Conmd^taLthat has been 
cited by the Examiner in the above-identified patent application, 

3. 1 am also one of the named inventors of the claimed subject matter of the cited 
Conrad, etal. published application. 

4. The purpose of this Declaration is to overcome Conrad, et ah as a prior art 
reference in the rejection of the claims set forth in the Office Action dated August 8, 2007 for 
the above-identified application. 

5. As background, the claimed subject matter of the present application, and the 
subject matter disclosed in the cited Conrad et ah application, were the result of a single project 
involving teams of persons employed by Whirlpool Corporation and one or more Unilever 
companies. A number of patent applications were prepared and filed as a result of thai project, 
including the present application, and the Conrad etal. application, naming various Whirlpool 
and Unilever personnel as inventors. 
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6. During the course of the project, presentations were made by various members of 
the teams working on the project to other members of the teams working on the project. 

7. Attached as Exhibit A is a print out of the slides of a Power Point presentation 
that I and other co-inventors of the present application made to other team members well prior to 
the filing date of the Conrad et aJL application. The date of the presentation has been redacted 
from the slide, however, the date was well in advance of October 31, 2003. 

8. The figures of the PowerPoint presentation contains substantially all of the 
components arranged as shown in the figure of the present application. 

9. The figures of the PowerPoint presentation, and the actual presentation given, 
including the photograph on slide 3, demonstrate that the invention was conceived and reduced 
to practice before the October 31, 2003 filing date of Conrad, etal . 

10. The foregoing paragraphs and Exhibit A clearly show that Conrad, et al. is not 
prior art to the claimed invention of the above-identified application. 

1 1 • The Conrad, et al. application, and the present application, are both commonly 
owned by Whirlpool Corporation, as evidenced by assignments signed by all of the inventors, 
and by Unilever Home & Personal Care USA, Division of Conopco, Inc., and recorded with the 
USPTO. 

12. As the person signing below, I hereby declare that all statements made herein of 
my own knowledge are true and further that these statements were made with the knowledge 
that willful false statements and the like so made arc punishable by fine or imprisonment or both 
under 18 U.S.C. §1001, and that any such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of 
the above captioned application or any patent issued thereon. 



Dated: 
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